
Belleville Economic Development Commission

Meeting Minutes ~ June 13, 2019

Village Hall

Members Present:  Ryan Yakowicz, Maxine Ward, Nicole Brauer, Roger Hillebrand, Mike O’Connor, Rick

Francois, Scott Hayes 

Absent:  Geoff Wilbourn, Pam Yoder, Mollie Butts, Bronna Lehmann

A) Call Meeting to Order:  Village Administrator Brian Wilson called the meeting to order at 7:05 a.m. 

B) Approval of May 9, 2019 Minutes:  Maxine Ward made a motion to approve the minutes of the May

9, 2019 meeting.  Seconded by Rick Francois.  Motion carried.

C)  Acknowledgement  of  Visitors:   Brian  Wilson  (Village  Administrator),  Judy  Bacha,  Gale  Hellpap

(Economic Development Coordinator), Bill Eichelkraut (Police Chief), Tyson Hein, and Adam Benkers 

Brian Wilson announced that Adam Benkers is here to speak about the upcoming Badger Trail Races and

he will put him into the agenda to do so.

D) Resignation of Chairman: Brian Wilson announced that Corey Brozyna has resigned from the EDC as

he has changed jobs and left the community.  Village President Roger Hillebrand is seeking volunteers to

appoint to the seat vacated by Corey as well as for the Chair position.   

E) Badger Trail Races:  Adam Benkers talked about the races planned for August 2-4, 2019.  The races will

start and end at Community Park.  The main race will be a 100 mile race that will start in Belleville on

Saturday, go to Illinois, and come back.  Other races of varying distances will have staggered starts.  Right

now there are approximately 400 runners signed up and each will bring family and other supporters with

them.  Another smaller race is  being planned for  Spring of  2020.   Organizers are coordinating with

emergency services all  along the race route.   There may need to be some camping allowed in  the

Community Park to accommodate the runners though most will have motel rooms elsewhere.  

F)  Community  Guide  Distribution  Discussion:   Rick  Francois  briefly  discussed  distribution  of  the

Community Guide.  Guide is being distributed to businesses and Visitor Centers.  

G) Signage Update:  Brian Wilson gave an update on placement issues regarding the sign for the north

end of the Village off STH 69.  Due to location of utility poles, the sign will need to be placed on the east

side of the road across from the Duluth Trading Outlet.  The Village Engineer is completing the legal

description for the placement of the signs and Brian will get it to the Village Attorney to create easement

documents. 



H) Depot: Brian Wilson reported that Kyle Knott, Gale Hellpap, and he met with a Real Estate Broker to

discuss options for the Depot site.  The broker felt that a locally based business would be best for the

Depot and that we should list the property for sale or lease.  Brian is seeking input from the EDC and

from the CDA regarding this so that he can make a recommendation to the Village Board.  Rick Francois

made a motion to recommend to the Village Board that the Village list the property with a broker for

sale or lease with sale to be structured to require maintenance of historic character of the property

and give First Right of Refusal to the Village for resale of the property.  Seconded by Ryan Yakowicz.

Motion carried.  

I) BRE Update, Attendance at WEDA Conference, and Green County Leaders:  Gail Hellpap reported that

since the end of May she has met with three of the top ten employers and has meetings scheduled with

three others.  Additionally she has had nine other BRE meetings and has six more currently scheduled.

Her goal is to have 48 BREs completed this summer with a stretch goal of 72.

Gale reported that she has an opportunity to attend the WEDA Conference in September which is a four-

day, comprehensive economic development course.  She has been able to obtain a $450 scholarship to

attend.  Registration for the event is $600 which would need to be paid for up front and we would be

reimbursed the $450 later.  Brian Wilson is asking that her registration be paid for from the EDC funds

and reimbursed by the scholarship.   Scott Hayes made a motion for the EDC to pay to send Gale

Hellpap to the WEDA Conference.  Seconded by Maxine Ward.  Motion carried.

Green County Development Corporation is getting ready to start its next Green County Leaders class.  It

is designed to developed new young leaders in Green County.  Brian Wilson recommended that the EDC

pay to send Gale Hellpap to the program which starts in August at a cost of $425.  Rick Francois made a

motion for EDC to pay to send Gale Hellpap to the Green County Leaders Program at a cost of $425.

Seconded by Scott Hayes.  Motion Carried.    

J) Other: Brian Wilson announced that the Belleville Housing and Workforce Study has been completed

by the Southwestern Wisconsin Regional Planning Commission.  He will send out electronic copies of the

report to the EDC members for discussion at the July EDC meeting.  

K) Set the agenda for the July 11, 2019 meeting:  Brian Wilson said that he will put the Housing and

Workforce  Study  on  the  next  agenda  and  carryover  the  other  items  for  discussion.   Maxine  Ward

suggested  that  the  EDC should  consider  discussing  ATV and  bicycle  trails  as  an  option  to  promote

tourism.    

L)  Adjournment – Maxine Ward made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  Seconded by Rick Francois.  

Motion carried.  Brian Wilson adjourned the meeting at 8:08 a.m.   


